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In the last edition of this bulletin \'Je discus ed some of the elements which 
might be responsible for causing UFO waves. In human society there are always 
so me psychological tensions pre sent, but t ey become a_par nt in many different 
ways for dif erent reasons. So t�nsions that might create a UFO ave in one 
instance might create a different kind of nic in other instan c es. This kind of 
mechanism is illustrated by Peter Rogerson in his article 'Interpretation of 
UFO Type Data in Terms of Contemporary Panics' in NUFOB Vol 6 No 2. As Peter 
wrote, 'One of the most terrifying things that people can be confronted with is 
the random, disturbing event. Faced with one or m ny such events, there is a 
general tendency among people to try to fit them into a conveni�nt pattern. Any 
pattern, however irrational and capricious is better than no pattern at all. 
TLlerefore there is a great impetus to see "rne nings" behind world events, to 
hold, for e xample, that disturbing social change is gen erate d by malevolent 
c onspiraci es, or to see port ents and archetypes in random lights in the sky.' 
As critics are quick to point out, this kind of hypoth esi s doesn't explain vhy 
there are invariant factors involved in different UFO w aves and panics created 
by anomalous aerial activities. As Carl Grove has point e d out� there might have 
been'different social stimuli at work in the rr.s. ini897 and in the U.K. in 
1909 and I9I3, (but) the appearance of the henomena was much the same (except 
for the fe 'Jer Type I events in G. B.). And similar sightings were made in New 
Zealand and elsewhere, where dif ferent social environments would obtain.' We 
could explain t his by claiming that the stimuli for these waves were not that 
radic ally different, and that the Norries and fears of the people in these 
countries were so similar as to provoke the same reactions. For in stance, it 
can be seen that all the countries involved were scientifically and 
technologically advanced , and were worried about the threat of �ar (New Zealand 
being a part of the British Empire was th er efore v·orried about the arrival of 
such a war) . Hov.rever:J this iwpres'-'ion might be due to the fact that their 
means of written corrnnunication were more efficient, and records of other waves 
for different reasons etc. , might have occurred but uere not recorded. Even if 

e ignore the bias of our material� we still have to explain such invariant 
<factors as the appearance of 'rapid acceleration, right-angle turns , zig-zag 
descents , extremely bright lights, etc�,' we could also add the puzzling 
appearance of Men In Black ,,,ho turn up during UFO waves, vehicle stoppage 
incidents, and a multitude of other factors whic seem to srop up time and again 
in sighting reports and waves before and after 1947. The social panic type 
hypo thesis can blind us to the actual constituents of the re ported happenings 
and their significance can ea sily be over looked. One of the fascinating aspects 
of historical research is that 'Fe can try to ci t e rmine if these 'invariant 

1 factors ' can be substantiated or whether ve are giving emphasis to data which 
isn't representative, and we can also explore the (hy otheti c al ) stimul� for 
these observations. The outcome of such studies can have an important bearing 
on contemporary incidents and our undersl:.andi.ng of them. 

To change the su b j ec t of discussion to a less intrica t e area of stud y we might 
like to consider the short novel 'The Variable Man' by Philip K.Dick (Sphere 
pbk.1London, I969, 2nd ed. !977, orig. pub. 1953). Thomas Cole, the hero of the 
Etory, has the ability to fix all manrer of mechanical contraptions and makes a 
living as a freelance kni e sharpner and r pairman. In the Spring of I9I3 he is 
going about his normal business in Nebraska, U • •  A., vhen he is su ddenly 
assaulted by a tornado: 'All at once it was there, compl etely around him. 
Nothing but grayness. He and the cart and horse� seemed to be in a calm spot in 
the centre of the tornado. They were moving in a great sil e nce , gray mist 
everywhere' (p20). In reality this tornado is a time bubble device which 
deposits Co�e into the future; 6th October, 2128 to be precise. Eventual�y he 
aids the people in the future in the cr eatio n of a faster than light space 
propulsion system, thus opening up th e Universe to our inspection and 
eliminating the necessity to continue fighting the Proxima Centauran Empire 
which had traditionally inhibited Terran expansion by conventional spacecraft. 
A fairl.y dull story, but the choice' of Spring 1913 as a date for Cole's 
disappearance is relatively interesting. I wond er if the author had any 
particular reason for picking that season, year, location, etc. The use of a 

tornado-type device has its antecedents in other sf-type stories. and we might 
look at them in a future bulletin . 
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